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Gerringong Public School Term 1 Week 8

Weekly Newsletter Term 1 Week 8 15th March
2021




2021

Term 1, Week 8

Wednesday 17th March
Thursday 18th March

Harmony Day
League Legends Gala day

Term 1, Week 9
Monday 22nd March Cross Country
Looking further ahead

29th March Cross Country (Back up)
30th March Cross Country (Back up)
31st March — 1st April PSSA Swimming
1st April Last Day of Term 1

Crazy Hair Day
19th April First Day of Term 2

Stage 3 Camp commences
14th May Colour Run fundraiser
24th June Last Day Term 2 for students
25th June Staff Development Day

Principal's Message

Term 1 Week 8

Thisweek sees Gerringong PublicSchool celebrating Harmony Week. On Wednesday, students can wear
orange mufti clothes or clothing of cultural significance to school. All students will be participatingin
activities that celebrate the diversity of culture in Australia. Harmony Week is atime to celebrate
Australian multiculturalism. Harmony Week is aboutinclusiveness, respect and belonging for all



Australians, regardless of cultural or linguisticbackground, united by aset of core Australian values. Ask
your child aboutthe activities they have participatedin to supportthis day.

Congratulationsto our Regional Swimmers and Cricket players. Well done on yourachievements and for

representing Gerringong PublicSchool. Thank you to Mrs Chapman and Mrs Dougall for ensuring these
events could take place.

As we are still following Covid-19 health guidelines, unfortunately we are unable to have food for
sharing come into the school to celebrate birthdays. The school canteenis able to operate unde rtheir
Covid-19hygiene and safety practices and have birthday celebration options on the canteen menu.
Parents can choose from cupcakes or ice blocks that can be delivered to classrooms. Thesecan be
ordered on Flexischools. Please note the cupcakes need 3days notice. Thank you for yoursupportin this
situation. We will notify parentsviathe newsletteras soon as these guidelines change.

As above, we still mustfollow all guidelines set by the Department of Education and NSW Health. This
means that if your child attends school with cold or flu symptoms, we must send the child to sick bay,
contact parents for pick up and requesta Covid-19test. Children cannotreturn to school unless the
office has sighted anegative Covid-19test. Please email ascreenshot of the negative test which includes
all of the student’s details to the school email.

gerringong-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Our Cross Country Carnival will be held on Monday, 22nd March. Our K-2students (Year 2 students that
do notturn 8 thisyear) will participate in amodified cross country carnival on school grounds and our
Year 2-6 students will walk to the soccerfields to participate. All parents are welcome at both events.
Please rememberto complytoany Covid Safety requestsincluding staying athome if you are unwell

and keeping physically distant from otheradults. Thank you to all of the parents that have volunteered
to assiston the day. We are looking forward to runningawhole school event with parents included.

Term 1 finishesforeveryone on Thursday, April 1and Term 2 begins foreveryone on Monday, April 19.
The Staff Development Day has been movedtothe end of Term 2. Term 2 will finish forstudents on
Thursday, June 24. Please make sure you note these on your calendar.

Have a wonderful Week 8!
Lisa Morris

Relieving Principal



The 2021 Premier’s Reading Challengeisin full swing. It hasbeenwonderfulto see so many students
takingcharge of theirchallenge and logging their books.

The Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC)is a state-wide program that aims to encourage a love of reading

for leisure and pleasure in students, and to enable them to experience quality literature. Itisnota
competition butachallenge toeach studenttoread, to read more and to read more widely.

Thisyear, thereisa slight change to the organisation of the PRC at Gerringong PublicSchool. OurK-2
classes will complete their PRCduringtheirlibrary lessons and theirreading records will be updated at
school by the TeacherLibrarian. OurK-2 students will stillbe encouraged to borrow books from the K-2

PRC listand share these stories with their families to continue tofosteralove of reading through quality
literature.

Our 3-6 classes are required toread 20 booksindependently fromthe 3-4and 5-6 PRC lists. Overthe
nextfew weeks, our primary students will be given explicitinstruction showingthem how tologtheir

books electronically. They will also receive a paper copy of the readinglogto track theirreadingforthe
challenge.

The challenge is opento students until Friday 20th August 2021, sowe have plenty of time to read and
record some great books.

Our first book club magazine for the year has arrived. Orders for this catalogue are due by the 18th
March. This yearwe will not be accepting cash payments for book club purchases, instead we willbe
usingthe LOOP payment system. Please seethe attached information for more details or call into the
libraryand see me. Our school receives a percentage of the profits from all purchases made but please
note there is no obligation to purchase from book club.



Book Club LOOP )

LOOP is the Scholastic Book Club
Linked Online Ordering & Payment platform.

It's eany to order and pay online for your child's Book Club order
wing your crecit card. if your school & not yet in the LOOP,
speak withyour school's Baok Club Organiser,
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Happy Reading,

Mrs Kate Cummins

Positive Partnerships

Parentand teacherpartnerships are strongly valued to best support yourchild’s learning and wellbeing
and we appreciate youropinions as we plan forthe yearahead.

During our Parent/Teacherinformation sessions we shared a QR code linkingto a brief survey (two
guestions). Thankyouto those families that have already completed the survey. If you missed the link,
we have included the QR code below. We would love to hearfromyoul!
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OFFICE NEWS

Please note that unfortunately the office can no longer accept EFTPOS payments over

the phone. Online payments can be made via POP (Parent Online Payment) system on

our website or cash can be placed in the locked box in the front office or EFTPOS at the
front office.

SCHOOL NEWS

The learning hub

Thank you to all the parents who visited The Leaming Hub in Week 5 at our Meet the Teacher afternoon.
It was lovely to meet you all. We have lots of exciting learning opportunities for students happening in The
Learning Hub this term,

Student Learning Support Officer Assistance with Fine Motor Skills — Kindergarten.
Student Learning Support Officer Assistance in Literacy — Year 1.

Targeted Intervention in Literacy - Years 3, 5 and 6.

Targeted Intervention in Numeracy - Years 1, 2, 3 and 4.

Numeracy Enrichment Groups — Stage 1,2 and 3.

Integration Students — 1:1 support for identified students

Throughout the year, all grades will have the opportunity to be supported with Literacy and Numeracy,
Kindergarten will join the Enrichment Groups in Term 3.

If your child is coming to The Learning Hub this term, make sure you ask them about their leaming! The
Student Success Team is dedicated to providing the most effective leaming opportunities so all students
can succeed at Gerringong Public School,

If you would like to talk to one of The Learning Hub teachers, please contact the School Office and we will
return your call as soon as possible.

Mrs Rebecca Lea - Targeted Intervention in Literacy
Mrs Jade Gabriel - Targeted Intervention in Numeracy
Mrs Jess McGarn - Integration Student Teacher

Stage 3 Canberra Excursion- 2021

A 2-night/ 3-day excursion to Canberrais being planned for Stage 3 studentsin Term 2 to support their
learningin History. The excursion will run from Monday 19th April 2021 until Wednesday the 21st of
April with students and staff staying at the Canberra Park Resort for 2 nights.



The itinerary will include visits to the Museum of Australian Democracy, National Electoral Education
Centre, CSIRO Discovery Centre, The Mint, CanberraZoo and National Museum of Australiaamong other
sites.

The cost of the excursionis $310.

Note and payment schedule
Commitmentto Attend/ Instalment 1- $100 (due Feb 19)

Instalment 2- $100 + medical info + dietary info (due March 12)
Instalment 3- $110 (Due April 1)
Kind regards, Stage 3 teachers

CONGRATULATIONS WAVE WINNERS!




Last Thursday the boys cricket team played Minnamurraand came away with a great win. They will play
Shellharbour PublicSchool inthe next round shortly. Thanks to Peak After School Care fortransporting
the boysto and from the game.

Thanks,

Jenny Dougall



Community News

Disclaimer: Gerringong Public School advertises in this column as a service to parents. Gerringong
Public School does not endorse or accept responsibility for the management or organisation of the
advertised events or services. Please note: The community deadlineis 12 noon on Friday. Items

received after this time will not be published until the following week.
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The “NSW Police Legacy Child Safety Handbook™ is a comprehensive
rescurce to assist parents, carers as well as teachers on a range of topics
essential to child safety. Over the past 8 years most NSW primary scheols
have received hard copies of this most important child safety handbook and
have distributed them to the parents and carers of their pupils.

The handbock has been updated to include key messages about COVID-
19 safety and bush fire safety given the unprecedented fres we
experienced earher this year.

The updated digital edition (link below) also includes impartant content
updates from: NSW Ministry of Health, NSW Police Force, Fire and Rescue
NSW, Rural Fire NSW, Transport for NSW, Sydney Trains, NSW
Deparntiment of Family & Communily Services, eSafely Commissioner

and NSW Office of the Children’s Guardian.

Please click on the cover below to view the updated digital handbook:

Here are also a couple of other links where the digital handbook can be
viewed:

NSW Police Legacy - hitps:/\www policelegacynsw org suresources/
Child Safety Hub website — http-//nsw.chidsafetyhub com.auwhandbook/

We sirengly request that you forward the Child Safety Handbook via emall
communication to parents of your students. Suggested wording that can be
included in your newsletter or other communication with parents is on the
child safety hub website and also includes links

- hitp iinsw childsafetyhub com aulfdownioads/

If you have any questions, please feel free 1o
email childsafetyhub@amgroup.net.au



KDSC o
Mental Health
Training
Seminar

The Kiama & District Stronger Community invites you to

A free evening information seminar on how the KDSC can
support your organisation to be leaders in mental health and
early intervention for the benefit of your member’s mental
wellbeing.

Where: Kiama Leagues Club
109 Terralong St, Kiama

When: Wednesday March 24th 7 - 8:30pm

RSVP BY: 10th March
TO: Joelie Robson - Executive Officer
joelierobson@gmail.com

For more information and updates on
the KDSC visit our website and social
media.

f ethekdsc

hello@thekdsccomau Stronger together



ILLAWARRA SPORTS HIGH SCHOOL

Talk andslour ofiSchool

Monday March 15th

You must register by calling the front office on 42711099.
Limited spots available. One adult With one child.
session 1 - 4.00pm to 5.00pm
session 2 - 5.00pm to 6.00pm
session 3 - 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Talented Sport Program
Zoom Information Session

Monday March 22nd

6.30pm
Link on schoelFacebook & Website.
Needa registered account to attend.




lilawarra

% omens

Health Centre

When: Thursdays, Term 2
29" April- 3rd June 2021, 4pm-6pm

Where: lllawarra Women's Health Centre
2-10 Belfast Street, Warilla

Call: to register your interest with Denika
Thomas on 4255 6800 or 0459 028 972

A program supporting mothers to raise happy, respectful and connected boys

aged 6-8 years old
What happens?

The program i run by a ferale and male facilitator over six weekly sessions, two hours in length.
The first session s attended by the mothers only, while the five remaining have both mothers and
their sons, sometimes working together and sometimes doing separate activities all aiming at
prowviding information and tips on how to integrate information into the family's life,

The sessions explore the role of the mother and where parenting skills and ideas come from;
emotion regulation; the importance of male role models in 3 son’s life and what masculinity
means today. As a group we focus on the developing of a strong, enduring and positive
connections between mothers and sons and healthy relationships beyond the family sphere.

Mothers have been asking how they can connect, understand and
support their son's development emotionally, How to parent 3
young boy as @ mother and how to raise a respectful boy into a
respectful man.

As there are no programs hike this in Australia, we developed our
own (called Mothers and Sons Program!). Itis specifically designed
for bays 6-8 years old, as research tells us this is the critical time to
teach boys around emotional regulation and respectful behaviour.

Please not this program is not a theropeutic behovioural change
prog It is infor ion sharing and support. Limited child
minding will be offered.

Why a Mothers and
Sons program?

“After attending the
progrom my son and |
have been able to
communicate better”

Mother of a 6yo son,



Habitus Father and Son Camp
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[Learning Labs
April 2021

An academic enrichment program for students from
Years 1 to 6. Check out what's on offer below and find out
more about our workshops and the application process
online: uow.info/learninglabs




Contact Us

Gerringong PublicSchool
Address: 12 Archibald Rd Gerringong NSW 2534 Phone: 0242 341 376
email: Gerringong-p.school @det.nsw.edu.au?

Visitus at our website: https://gerringong-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/

Imailto:Gerringong-p.school @det.nsw.edu.au
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